A microcomputer-based relational database for an academic department of human genetics.
Recent advances in microcomputer technology have made it possible for academic departments to establish their own discrete databases. This is in keeping with the modern tendency towards distributed processing on smaller systems as opposed to depending on large shared remote centralized mainframes. A database that had been implemented on a mainframe for the Department of Human Genetics of the University of Cape Town has been successfully transferred to a microcomputer system, resulting in a redesigned relational system with several significant advantages. These include faster data capture, enhanced consistency, greater computer awareness, improved economy and increased confidentiality.